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Does health research need a medical doctor

YES





From 2012 on 

Science in Transition
Raising Public Awareness

ZonMw
Starting a debate within the scientific community



Science 2012: growing inconvenience

‒ Publication bias
‒ Fraud
‒ Data sharing
‒ Quality
‒ Societal impact
‒ Bibliometrics
‒ Mattheus – effect (priority setting in health resarch)



Intermezzo 1

2014

Lancet articles:

Research: increasing value, reducing waste

Reference to a 2009 study: 85% waste





Waste

‒ No publications (50% of all registered clinical trials)
‒ Accurate publications (50% are not)
‒ Systematic examination prior to new research (50% 

not)



Back to the main theme

Process

‒ Discussion paper
‒ Invitational conferences
‒ Commitment…. or no objections



Intermezzo 2

Specific example

Radboud University Medical Centre
Syrcle: Systematic Review Centre for Laboratory
Animal Experimentation

Reducing waste in animal testing!



New animal tests : yes or no?

Uit: Sena et al. 2010. J Cereb Blood Flow Metab



It’s in the air
Health Council of the Netherlands
Report about health research at the university medical
centers, October 2016.

About: Quality
Publication bias
Indicator dominance
Societal impact
Integrity



Tasks of a research funder

‒ Initiate the debate
‒ Funding scientific research
‒ Review own procedures

require data sharing
‒ Priority setting



Programme
Fostering Responsible Research Practices

Four pillars
1. Open call for research proposals
2. Audit of practices
3. Understanding of project lifecycles in research
4. National survey of scientific intagrity



Call for project ideas
‒ 45 proposals
‒ 41 from universities

2 from universities of applied sciences
2 other institutions

Main emphasis by applicants on quality and integrity



National Survey on Research Integrity

- Web-based survey among all active scientists of Dutch Universities and UMCs

- Focus on occurence and determinants of research misbehavior

- Attention to differences between academic ranks and disciplinary fields

- Validated questionnaires and solid identity protection of participants

- Advanced methods: randomized response technique + missingness by design

- Benchmarked results per institution to enable constructive discussion

- Focus group interviews and invitational conferences on survey results

- Recommendations for fostering Responsible Research Practices



Pilot programme replication
Studies in the fields of health research and social
sciences

- Reproduction (existing data)
- Replication (new data)

- existing research protocol
- new research protocol


